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PEEFACE. 

An attempt has been made in this book to present to the 
reader in a detailed and comprehensive manner, the History of 
the Early Dynasties of Andhrades'a, from the downfall of the 
Satavahanas, or Imperial Andhras as they are also called, to the 
establishment of the Eastern Calukya dynasty : that is to say, 
from the beginning of the third century after Christ to the close 
of the first quarter of the seventh century. Here is put forward 
for the first time a frame-work of chronology covering not only 
the history of Andhrades'a but also all the contemporary 
dynasties oFIfeksinapatha and South India, known to epigra phy. 
The book deals with the rise and fall of the Imperial Iksvakus, 
the Pallava dominion in southern Andhrades'a, the shortlived 
Brhatphalayanas, the Anandas, the Salankayanas, the Imperial 
Visnukundins, the Vasisthas and the Matharas or Pitrbhaktas ; 
besides the Kadambas, the Jahnaviyas, the Imperial Vakatakas, 
the Sailodbhavas, the Eastern Gangas, the Kings of Sarabhapura 
and several others. In this book I have used the name Andhra^ 
dBs'a with the short vowel in the first syllable as I found it so in 
literature and in inscriptions from the rime of the Aitartya 
Bmhmana down to the fifteenth century. I consider the long 
vowel in the name to be an anachronism in the early period ; 
and I hope that hereafter the name of the country will be 
pronounced as Andhrades'a and not as Andhrades'a. 

I have pursued historical research as a hobby, as a labour 
of love, for nearly two decades, I have read most of the works 
on the subject, and now I present this framework of dynastic 
annals and political vicissitudes of ancient Andhra in a fresh 
and original setting. I believe that the chronology of the 
Early Dynasties of Andhrades'a cannot be studied in isolation 
but only with reference to the history of the well known 
contemporary dynasties of Daksinapatha and South India. In 
doing so, I have had necessarily to differ from the conclusions 
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of my predecessors in the field, and I have 
reasons for differing from them. The volume of 
of opinion throughout has been so great that X 
construction of the early history of the Deccan 
with particular reference to Andhra has been call^^ 
however approached the subject without any t 
predilections; and I trust the book will be recoi'' 
attention it deserves at the hands of all scholars* 

I am greatly indebted to Blmsoddharakct' 
Venkateswara ^Sastrulu gam, who has readily 
the publication of this book; and I wish 
Manager of the Vavilla Press, for the unfaiHngT * 
promptness with which he has executed the pi*i« 
book. I am grateful to Rao Bahadur KAsiJsr^'-t 
DncsHiT, M.A., f.r,a.s.b., Director-General of Arol 
India, for his kind permission to reproduce tho 
of the ancient monuments of Andhra that npp 
book. I also wish to express my indebtedness to 
Kedari Rao of the Government Arts College, 
for his assistance in reading the proofs and for xx\^ 
suggestions. 






Rajahmundry, 

February 1 194)2. 


B. V. Krishntv X'i 
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INTRODUCTORY " : ; - 

Andhradesa 

The object of this introductory chapter is to give a 
geographical description of Andhradesa, as the foundation for 
the historical chapters which follow. In this we shall make 
a brief topographical survey of the country, describe the people 
and their language and consider it as a whole in order to place 
the historical facts in proper perspective. 

Andhradesa or Andhra simply is the ancient name of the 
eastern part of the Deccan plateau, the surface of which, from 
the foot of the Balaghat Range and the Ajanta Ghats, falls 
eastward to a long double range of mountains called Malai in 
the language of the country and the Eastern Ghats in modern 
usaofe, and thence to the sea coast. The table-land of Andhra 
is bounded by the river Manjira on the west and by the Eastern 
Ghats on the east. Between the Eastern Ghats pnd the sea 
coast there is a belt of low fertile land, made rich by the deltas 
of the Godavari and the Krsiia and other large rivers flowing 
through it. Thus the geography of Andhradesa is of a simple 
design. It consists of a long range of mountains, running with 
occasional breaks from north-east to south-west, and dividing 
the country into two distinct regions, the region of the tableland 
on the west and the region of the coast-strip on the east. 

Andhradesa is a land of rivers that flow from the 
north-west to the south-east and flow into the Bay of Bengal. 
The most notable of them are the Godavari on the north and 
the Krsna on the south. The general course of these great 
rivers is long and fairly straight run from their sources in the 
Western Ghats down the eastward slope of the plateau, with a 
break in the Eastern Ghats and then a descending flow across 
the coast-strip to the sea, ending in fertile deltas. The first 
great tributary of the Godavari is the river Manjira, which 
flows into it on the right bank at a point where it emerges 
from the Balaghat Range- At the spot where it takes a 
‘^outh-eastward turn, the Godavari receives on the left bank 
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another feeder, the Prariahita, itself a large river, 
of the waters of the Wainganga (Venl-Ganga) from the no , 
the Wardha (Varada) from the north-west and the Painganp 
(Pina-Ganga) from the west. A little below this point, the 
Indravati flows into the Godavari from the north-east, rising 
somewhere in the Eastern Ghats on the western slopes of 
the Mahendragiri Range. The last important feeder that 
conies into the Godavari is the Sabari- Thereafter, .the 
river cuts through the Eastern Ghats, locally called 
Papi-kondalu (Bison Hills), forcing a passage between them 
and penetrating by an almost precipitious gorge to the very 
heart of the range. The scenery of this gorge is famous for 
its macr-niflcent beauty. 


The Krsna, too, rises in the Western Ghats, not far from 
the sea, and flows eastward across the Deccan plateau ; 
except the first part of its run and near the point where 
it cuts the Eastern Ghats and where it crosses the coast-belt, its 
general course is southward. One of its large tributaries 
is the Bhima or Bhimarathi, which rises also in the Western 
Ghats and flows south-east to fall into it on the left bank at a 
place half-way across the plateau. The Tungabhadra is another 
large river which joins the Krsna on the right, bank a little 
farther down, carrying the drainage of the northern slopes of 
the Mysore uplands. Then come, in order from west to east, 
large streams, the Dindi, the Musi and the Muni, joining the 
Krsna on the left bank. They rise somewhere in the uplands 
on the north and bring the drainage of the eastern slopes of the 
Deccan plateau. A little farther down the confluence of the 
Tungabhadra, the Krsna penetrates through the forest clad 
ranges of the Eastern Ghats, locally called Erramala and 
Nallamala, and flows in a north-easterly direction to the point 
where it receives the feeder, the Musi. AtBezwada again the 
Krsna breaks through the gorge in the Eastern Ghats and splits 
up into a number of branches forming the delta. 

The other important rivers of the country, in order from 
south to north, are the Pinakini (Penna) or North Pennar, the 
Paleru, the Manneru, the Gundlakamma or the Brahmakundi, 
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the Sarada, the Vams^adhara, the Nagavali and lastly the 
;Rsikulya. All these rivers, except the Pinaldni, rise on the high 
grounds of the Eastern Ghats, and flowing eastward fall into 
the Bay of Bengal. The Pinakini rises in the uplands of Mysore, 
flows down the northward slope and then taking abruptly an 
eastward course through the table-land of the Carnatic or the 
southern edge of the Deccan, breaks through a gap in the Eastern 
Ghats, locally called Veli-kondalu, and enters the sea at a point 
roughly a hundred and fifty miles to the south from the mouth 
of the Krsna. 

The deltas of the Godavari and the Krsna almost touch 
each other. Owing to the enormous volume of sand and silt, 
which the two large rivers bring from the table-land on the 
west, the deltas were formed. Flanked on either side by these 
deltas, lay the low ground which in course of long centuries 
became the bed of a huge lake. It is known as the Kolanu or 
Kolleru (Colair). It is of considerable importance, and well 
known in the early history of the Andhra country. It is about 
fifty square miles in extent and studded with numerous 
ivslands and fishing villages. 

The Godavari and the Krsna are deeply trenched in the 
valleys between the bounding spurs of the Eastern Ghats. 
They have gradual descending courses as they flow eastward, 
which make them suitable for navigation for hundreds of miles, 
from their mouths into the interior. Along the great sea-coast 
of Andhra, which extends for about four hundred miles, there 
flourished rich sea-ports at the mouths of the large rivers and 
deep saltwater creeks, which encouraged navigation, colonisation 
and commercial enterprise, and bred a race of hardy and 
adventurous seamen. In ancient times, the Godavari and the 
Krg^ia and their great tributaries were navigable and afforded 
means of easy communication from the sea to the inland and 
between one part of the country and another. 

The vast sloping table-land flanked by the Eastern Ghats, 
with its dry soil and little rainfall, with its majestic, large and 
ever flowing rivers and with extremes of climate in the hot and 
cold seasons, on the one side and, the fertile coast-strip, with its 


